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Aberdeen, quintessential small-town America. Though big
dreams aren’t encouraged here, people allow themselves to
believe the high school football team can win the county
championship for the first time in thirty years. But in the
first game, the coach has a heart attack screaming at the
ref, and hope dies again.

Hugh Carver is a new English teacher who's moved to his
wife's hometown to deal with the grief her sudden death has
caused him. Desperate, the school turns to Carver to take
over the team. But Carver has his own tdeas about what
young men learn from football.

Instead of just drills, he requires them to read good. books,
he makes them learn manners, ask a girl to the prom, dance,
even attend the school’s production of Romeo and Juliet.
Armed with new skills — both athletic and social - the players
start to have fun — and even win games.

But with a chance to play for the championship, the previous
coach gets well enough to come back, so the team must
decide who will lead them to victory — and manheod.

In the touching tradition of Dead Poets Society and. Rudy,
Empty Tigers examines the schoolyard journey from boyhood
to manhood. Carver teaches every Tiger to be a winner — not
just a champion — and with the help of the team and a new
love interest, Carver himself learns to live again.







RUDY

$29 000,000

FRIOAY MIOHT LIGHTS

$61950.710

TITARS
In perhaps the wost beloved and reliable genre in cinema, I3 77 69z
£mpty Tigers chronicles one of the mast powerful experiences
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in all of human existence. ,
VARSITY BLygs

The coming of age. That mament, that incident, that challenge
that forces a character ta censider all the things life has

taught him so far - and, under pressure, to finally accept the
responsibility of his own worth. To actually define his own
values and take a stand - and then to face the consequences.
It’s a moment everyone has Faced on their own.

Those who wauld brins the |i3ht must also endure the burn.
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Great wmavies like 7o Kill a Mockingbird, Summer of ‘42, Dead . “fé‘ J \}
Poets §acief_y, and others deliver some of the mast PowerPul ‘

maments ever achieved in cinema. Maments so moving People m

can feel their impdct Lor the rest of their lives. Great cinema

can actually change people Far the better. $ﬂ‘i'5ﬁ,4.o]
Em/bzfy T‘l'yerj strives to be ane of these stories. It’s about

s
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small towns and wodest dreams, but i’s alse about
immeasurable human longing and unlimited human Potentidl.

An empty tiger is a hungry tiger, and a hungry tiger will find
a way to eati. Em/bty Tgerj is about hungrg hearts, and those Mockingbird

GREGORY PECK |

BEST
PICTURE 1963

emptg tijers will find a way to live.

SANUEL L JACESON

COACH CARTER
$76,661,554




7\
RVER

THE SETTING

Empty Tigersfollows a season of football in a flyover city
called Aberdeen. It's the quintessential hometown, the cradle of
American tradition In Aberdeen, pecple know each other from
grade school, and strangers say hello. Children say ‘ma’'am and ‘sir;
and people relish shared memories of parades, or Little League
baseball, of births, weddings, graduations, and funerals.

Every dly's an adventure, and every night's a gxft

Oris that just the way we want to remember it?

Some of the greatest stories ever written happen in
places lke this - To Kill a Mockingbird , Fried Green Tamatoes,
Fleld of Dreams, It's a Wonderful Life and contless others.

Young avdiences love them because they're living it, and
older audiences long for the Aberdeen of their past. The
nostalgia of people’s youth is a big draw for avdiences. Big dreams
are born n small towns, so pecple always want to visit. Innccence
lives there and wonder and discovery, and people remember it all
from before they had to leave the small town that is youth,
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FIRST BAPTIST 4 - RORSE POWER

00D EATS!
WE NEED SOME NEW CLICHES!




ABERDEEN HIGH SCHOOL

HOME OF THE TIGERS



HUGH CARVER , the school's newest. teacher, is smart, charming, and likeable, so no one

suspects he's a widower who's angry and despondent. When he takes over the team, he
wants the boys to learn more than just football, but it's what he learns from the team

that allows him live again.

DELBERT "'DUMBASS DUMAS is an overweight. second-stringer who dreams of

football heroics as the golden ticket to the respect from his peers he wants more than
anything. He's awkward and clumsy and sometimes stutters, but he's got a heart as big as

the sky.
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TODD FERRELL is the Tigers' star receiver and a shoo-in for a college scholarship. Son
of the team's coach, Todd's a pit. bull with rabies when dad's not around, but if he is, Todd's a
Maltipoo with IBS. So he takes a perverse pleasure in passing the misery on to Delbert.

JAKE FERRELL has been the football coach for years, but. the Tigers haven't won the

championship since Jake himself was on the team his senior year. But Jake has determined
that this will be the year, his son, Todd, will lead the way, and the Tigers are going to war.



JACKIE BENNETT is a teacher and the first to welcome Carver to Aberdeen. She's
talented, beautiful, and fun, and there's an obvious chemistry between them, but Carver
doesn't pursue her. Finally, she confronts him, and though painful, it's just what he needs.

been too shy to speak to her. With the help of Hugh Carver, Delbert shows Natalie
her first football game and the first dance for them both, while Natalie shows
Delbert a kindness he wasn't. sure existed in the world.



JUST AHEAD
EMPTY TIGERS
THE STORY




/ HE AVVENIURE BEGINs

Al an electric car test-site, a Computer
Consultant - part brainiac, part jet pilot -
test-drives a futuristic model at high speeds.

The doleful knell
of a church bell
tells us why the

His findings for the tech team are disastrous.
Consultant has

The car's not stable enough for a production .
g 11 1 ' come back to Aberdeen, his homeiown.

roll-out - a multi-million dollar setback. :

The Consultant was their last hope - that's how good he is

- but they know he must be right. He gets a phene call from

Somecne close to him is gone.
With his family in the car, he joins
the funeral precession, but scon peels

back home. It's not gocd news. ,
away and drives through sireets he

Suddenly somber, the
Censultant, gets in his car
and begins the long drive
home.

I We meeti the main characters as
G H 0 S T S . the Consvliant remembers them_ .
- / HUGH CARVER  the school's
Arriving at a former high school, p g new English teacher
he wanders the hallways of his ' 24 DELBERT DUMAS, an awkward
youth. His tour ends at a neglected football kid who dreams of football glory

field that be relishes like an old friend. & TODD FERRELL, The school's
But, who is this man, and who does he grieve? - star running back and BMOC
His narration will guide us through the story, JAKE FERRELL, the brutal
but we won't know which ‘ U8 football coach
character he is in his story - [l (- JACKIE BENNETT, a smart,
or whose funeral he attends ‘ . beautiful teacher
- until he finishes. Only then | NATALIE SPENCER a shy
will we vnderstand his pain - | classmate Delbert crushes on
and joy.

ADULT EDUCATIOM

(®®0 Carver has moved 1o his wife's hometown, Aberdeen, 1o mourn her sudden

death, hoping time with her parents and visiting her grave will ease his grief.

Tedd is the football coach's son, which gives him prestige and
privilege, and he takes a special pleasure in humiliating Delbert.

The first persen tc welcome Carver is Jackie Bennett, and she does so in
the ladies' rest room that Carver has wandered into. She's cool, funny, and
easy on ihe eyes - a troubling combination for a man grieving his wite.




Football practice with Jake Ferrell is like Marine Corps Petie
beotcamp. Brutal and sadistic, he believes boys have 1o be Wiggins -
Kicker and

smallest
on the
ieam

Mycroft Petersen
- Kickott returner

mean and tough to become young men. Todd is their star
player, and he's easily college material. But Delbert is a
hapless benchwarmer, and Jake Ferrell seems
determined to run him off.

“Everyone knew Delbert and Coach
Ferrell were two trains on the

same track - and the »
\J Drek Abramov - beast-moce line-
backer and hardest hitter on the team
T yrone Ballinger - prefers the monker "T-Ball" Wide
Receiver and fast. Very fast. And funny. And smart.
T yler Sampson - of fensive lneman - strong like bull, cumb lke rock,
don't piss him of f / go-to third-down blocker and all-round good guy

PhiloGregory - running back on
O, safety on D - good at both
collision weuld

Carver runs into Jackie promoting

| he school's production of Romeo and
After anotber vicious practice, Coach _ f

Juliet. She ur%jzs him 1o atiend with
terrell iries 1o inspire the team by his students. Learning she directed
- trotting out the County

s oW iheplay, he promises to come and
Championship trophy his team won thirty also learns something he was
years ago. I is a gesture he's famous for., too flummoxed to notice in
but the Tigers have seen il 1co many

ihe ladies' room.
iimes. Cue ihe crickets. This woman is cool.

OwAY

THESTRUGGLEIS REAL..

The Tigers' first game of ihe season. It's a
nail-biter until Todd scores in the fourth quarter
to take a ten-point lead. Then with seconds lefi,
Teodd intercepts a pass and scores again! But the
decides 1o visit her grave. ref waves it off - Todd stepped out of bounds.

For ihe first time, we see Carver No score!
nas suffered a great loss and he's Livid, Coach Ferrell cusses the ref but then stops
net dealing with it abruptly and collapses! It's a heart
nearly as well as he presents attack! The stunned crowd sees

1o the weorld. _ : Coach Ferrell loaded inio an
He gently places a single rose Ambulance that races away.
cn her iombstone.

Carver's attraction 1o Jackie
makes him miss his wife, so he

The day that is different ... SHOCK AND AWFUL-

Desperate for a replacement
coach, Principal Emily Weathers
convinces the School Board 1o
hire Carver - he played in college and they
can't afford somecne from another district.

Carver reluctantly cecices 1o
take the gig, so Principal Weathers
introduces him to the team Heis not
received warmly.
Carver is quick to assure the players they're still Coach

Weathers and a couple of Board Members
surprise Carver at home but he hesitates at
their offer. Inside, he feels getting involved
in society agan would be leaving his wife
behind, and his grief is his way to express his
love for her. He'll have to think about their
request.

Ferrell's team, so no ma jor changes will be made. He's there
to carry out Ferrell's plan for their success, and he promises
1o do his best.

Semeone points ovt that Carver is merely the new English
teacher, so who's kidding who - the season is effectively over.

-t

The Tigers shuffle cut to practice like zombies.




THINGS GET REAL

A much different Carver
shows vp for practice. This
Carver is all pbusness. He
informs the team he

An excited Tiger Nation turns out for the
team'’s second game hoping Carver can continue
where Coach Ferrell left off. But the Tigers
are out-played in a nasty beatidown. _

. fes e - knows they aren't happy,

in the locker room arier the game, Carver ; 2

: . 5 = . so he's changing ithe game.
itries 1o encourage the players, but they don't B, 2 il K ihelr aradsial ¢
want to hear iL. They lost. ! veryecne will Keep e il 25
or better, everycne will play in every
game, and everyone will do what he
tells them 1o do, or that persen - no
matter who - is off the team.

He calls a 6am practice ihe nexi
morning, then writes “winner' on the
chalkboard. When no cne
can define it, he tells |
them to think
about it and walks out.

The Tigers are stunned.

The next day after class, Carver tells Tedd his
grades are slipping and accuses Tedd of not trying.

That sets Todd off. He tells Carver people
think he's a joke and call his class “clown college.”
He lays into Carver for only phoning in his coaching
and not caring about the players. So don't tell him
to try harder until Carver does himself.

With that, Todd storms cut leaving Carver
stunned - with a lot to think about.

GAMEON - Carver wants the Tigers to be more than just feotball
Carver instituies his own brand of players and master more than athletics. If he deesn't show them, it's

coaching. Practice is hard, but fair, and likely no one ever will,

he works with players o improve their

strengths. And no yelling or drama.

Over time, the players start to trust learn the rules of sccial courtesies and table manners
Carver and even have fun.

To play football for Hugh Carver, each player has to:

read good books at the library and write a bock report cn each
atiend the school's production of Rameo and Juliet

Y77

get a date and take her to the school dance

anyone - anyone - who does not, is of f the team
Off the field, the Tigers are improving,
tco. Delbert gets o know Natalie when
he's able 1o fix her car, and Natalie
encourages Delbert 1o enroll in the
community college to one day take over
his uncle’s filling station.

THINGS FALL APART ME TO BE GI

Coach Ferrell comes back with a sadistic
vengeance, and the Tigers go back to boot
camp. Then, in the locker room before the
champicnship game, the cncoming trains of
Delbert and Coach Ferrell finally collide.

The Tigers face the hardest decision of
their lives: who do they want to lead them
1o victory - and manhood.

And like a schoolyard bully, life itself
collides with the Tigers, and demands they
decide who they really are, and then have
the guts Lo declare it and not back down.

The Tigers win again and will play for the
County Championship for the first time in
thirty years. The whole town celebrates.

The next morning, Carver is called to the Principal’s office.
Expecting congratulaticns, he is shocked to find Coach Ferrell
there, 100 - he’s recovered enough 1o go pback to work.

Principal Weathers thanks Carver for his help and congratuvlates
him for his success, but the Tigers are still Coach Ferrell's team.
Ferrell tells Carver he's pulling the
team's dance cards and getting back to
football, then strides cul. Weathers
apologies to Carver, but the scheol
cant afford a lawsuit and Ferrell's
threatening ic bring one.
Carver can only walk away.

And there won'i be a single person watching
who doesn't know exactly how they feel.




The Tigers played that game
or ihe championship and their
season finally came to an end -
that seascn that had begun sc
long ago the day Mr. Carver
walked into their locker room
or ithe first time.

The Computer Consuvltant
who came back home for a
funeral still stands on the old
football field and remembers it
all, and considers the gocd
times and the bad, feeling an

intense gratitude for them all.
But we still don't know who he is or whe he came back to say good-bye to. And what happened in the big

game? Did Coach Ferrell realize his mistakes and lead the Tigers to victory? Did the Tigers even win? And
whose funeral was it? Was it Coach Ferrell or Mr. Carver? Or was it Tedd or Delbert or T-Ball or Wiggins?
It could be anyone. But before the Consvltant walks off the field, we will finally know who he is - and
undersiand who was so important to so many cthers.

The truth is that afier that season, nothing was the same in Aberdeen, and for the Tigers - those Empty
Tigers - nothing would ever be the same again.
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BILL FERRELL

PRODUCER, JAKE FERRELL

A provd gradate of New Yorks Tisch Scnool of
the Arts ard the Lee Strasberg lrettute, B
frequently Appedred n New York on stage and
television ard n fllm, ncludng Martn Scorsese’s
Gooo¥ellss ord on Beoadway in Maclath with
Creistoprer Plummer and Glerda Jadkson

Hellywood Ferrell has worked in TV ard filva
of all gerres, Among them Lhe comedy of Fraser,
Deerate Husendves and Hame lvproverent, the
drama of The West Wingand The Sveld ard the
fun of Melrose Flace snd The Frincess Disries sith
Acce Hathaway

As 80 ndepencecs, Flm producer, 5] vsed ris
experience in front of Lre camera and as well as
bering Lo weork with the Goverser
erable more production there, ncl
sillion-dollar Fund for rdegendent flming

Svpty Tigerswil benefit from Blls ectersive
experience both as producer ard actlor, as Pe is setl
10 poriray the story's antagonist, the team's bridal
and brokien-hearted coach

RANDALL CALDWELL

PRODUCER, WRITER

As writer and producer for 2
OB8/Twentieth Century-Fox ’;Mhl
Judging Amy, Caldwel) Was awarded the
Ark Trust's Genesis A ward for
Exoallence in Televisonand helped koep
the show conmstently in the Niclsen
Malng’s Top Ten

He created Dark Matter,
series for the Syh med:tur;mew
teleplays Making the Qutand Afr. Rurr
for Disney TV, and authored a detective
novel, In the S8hadow of the Hollywood
S, which 1s avaiiadie on Amazon,

< Cald well 10 a graduate of the
niversity of Arkansas in P

the American Academy of .va::lﬁtc

mNchcrk.mdnpmx:nwnbcroﬂhc

Bareen Actors Guild and the Writers

Guild of Americs.
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ABERDEEN TRAVELS 1800 GETAWAY
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The time and my intents are savage wild,
More fierce and more inexorable far

Than empty tl'gcrs or the roarl'ng sea.

William Shakcspeare
Romeo and Juliet

V.iii.37-39



written by
Randall Caldwell

Executive Produced by

Bill Ferrell
Randall Caldwell



